











BEING CHURCH

We typically think of
church as a place that
we go. We go to
church on
Sunday mornings.
We volunteer
there. We give
our money there.
We go there to hear
a sermon. We invite
our friends to go
there. We get our paycheck from zhere.
We work hard to try to save iz.

We could discuss whether that idea

is “right” or “wrong,” but it would
probably be a long discussion without
a satisfying resolution. It was a concept
of church that worked really well in
the United States during the heyday
of churches, cultural Christianity,

and other civic institutions in the
1930’s-1970’s. It does not appear to

be the understanding of the very first
followers of “the way,” as it was called,
during the early years of the church as
described in scripture. And as cultural
values have changed in recent decades,
there is simply less zhere there. Most
people don’t think or feel that they
need or want to go #here anymore.

Maybe the time has come for us all
to stop going to church. The earliest
participants in the faith did not go to
church. They were the church.

STOP GOING TO CHURCH!

What would it look like if we,

the people of First Congregational
Church of Lake Worth were the
church? That is what we will be
talking about November 7th, 15th,
and 22nd during worship in the
series “Being Church.”

2010 will be an important year as we
transition from the church, to which
we have always gone, to the church
that God is calling us to be. In
November our Church Council and
Board of Trustees will be presenting
the budget for 2010 to be voted on at
our annual meeting on Sunday,
November 22nd. Together, they have

worked on it for the past three months.

It contains signiﬁcant reductions in
staff and staff salary, reducing our
annual operating deficit from
$115,000 a year to $65,000 a year,
slowing the drain on our reserves. It
means, however, that some
responsibilities previously handled by
our staff will now be left undone or
handled by our congregation,

This is a great time for you to be
involved in the ground-floor of what

God is going to do next in Lake Worth.

Don’t worry. Nobody is going to stop
you from coming to church. But,
maybe you could consider what it
means to be the church and what part
you want to play as we become church.

LAKE WORTH COMMUNITY DINNER

The Lake Worth Community Dinner
is now two months old and

going strong! Thank you to

all have volunteered your

time, cooking and cleaning

skills, and money. It has

been great to spend time

getting to know people in

our community. We have

learned that we have some work to do

in our kitchen before we are able to
get our food service license, which
will enable us to receive food
donations from area agencies.
One of the major improve-
ments we need is to install
an additional sink for hand
washing. If you are willing
to help with this project, contact
Sue Cone.

GADGET DRIVE

Do you have gadgets
collecting dust?

First Congregational is
hosting an online gadget
drive through Gazelle to
raise money and would
love your support.

You can turn your used
electronics (laptops, cell
phones, MP3 players,
digital cameras & more)
into cash to support our
ministry. Contributing to
the drive is simple. Just visit
http://fcclw.gazelle.com,
find the value of the gadgets
you would like to donate,
and send them to Gazelle
(shipping is free). The value
will go to support the
purchase of enhanced
audio/visual equipment

for the sanctuary.

If you don’t have access
to the internet you may
drop off your items at the
church office and we can
donate them for you.

You will receive a
confirmation of your
donation by email, and
the church will be notified
as soon as you make

your donation.

The drive ends at the end
of the year so donate now!
And pass the word along
to your friends or relatives
who may have items they
would like to donate.

Thank you for your support!




OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

Brian Lewis
Kathy Mory
Cliff Rowe
Ryan Wallach

Karen LaFrance

Marcia Bower

Irv Marinoff
Rosemary VonWald
Ruth Carson

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
MA Knoke

James Copeland
Lynda Johnston
Betty Rigdon
Paula Willits
Adam Kupferman
Ashley Kupferman
William Pirkle
Lois Jenney
Edward Yokie
Denise Robinson
Norman Ott
Ryan Bennett
William James
Jeb Bennett
Sophie Brandt

10
15
16
22
27
30
31
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10
10
13
19
19
19
20
27
28
29
30

Check out our

updated
web site at

www.fcclw.org

A HEIFER INTERNATIONAL GIFT

by Ed Gates

For some years adult and children
members of First Congregational
Church have made contributions

to “Heifer” to help end hunger and
poverty while caring for the earth.
Since 1944 Heifer has helped 9.2
million families or the equivalent

of 45 million adults and children in
over 125 countries become more self
reliant through the gift of live stock
and training in care of the animals and
sound agriculture. The impact of each
initial gift of the animal is multiplied as
each recipient agrees to pass on the gift
by giving one or more of their animal’s
offspring or the equivalent to another
person in need.

The gift of a heifer is $500 and a share
of a heifer is $50. Each heifer arrives
ready to give a hungry family milk to
drink and eventually a calf to pass onto
another needy family. One cow can
produce four gallons of milk a day, so

some of it can be sold to buy necessities.

The manure fertilizes the field to
increase crop yields.

The gift of a goat is $126 and a share
of a goat is $10. A goat gives up to

a gallon of milk a day. Milk makes
cheese, yogurt, and products to sell for
clothes medicine, and school supplies.
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Goats can survive on things that other
animals won't eat. They also are gentle
pets. There are many other animals and
help packages available to choose from
including: Honey bees, a trio of rabbits,
a flock of chicks and llamas. A Heifer
catalog is available in the church office.

Many of our children have all the

toys and gadgets that they need. Last
Christmas, I gave each of my children
and grandchildren an animal to give to
a needy family. Heifer provided a free
descriptive gift card for each animal and
the person who gives it. Even email gift
cards are available.

What a wonderful way to solve the
problem of what to give someone for a
birthday, graduation, or Christmas.

Thank You Pastor Jason For Leading Our Community of
Believers for These Past Two Years!

Two years ago Jason Fairbanks came to be our Pastor.

We have truly been blessed by his visionary leadership.

His passion for our Lord Jesus Christ inspires all of us

to see beyond the walls of the church into the community
around us. Pastor Jason, thank you, for leading us to answer

the call of our Lord.

— Debbie Copeland, Moderator



C H U RC H CO U N CI L U P DAT E by Debbie Copeland, Moderator

I wanted to take a moment to thank all the members of  to serve as part of our mission work, your term
the Council for their commitment and dedication to the  of service will begin in January instead of April.

life and mission of our church. This change will begin January, 2010.

It is a pleasure to serve with this group of people who The role of the church council is evolving from an

have been invaluable to me in my new role as oversight group to a steering committee for our church.
Moderator. The hope is that the mission and related activities

Q w Q can be fully staffed and supported. To that end,
The Council has been hard at work during w w the Council receives a report from Pastor
the summer. We have explored, debated, @ A u@ Jason regarding current activities and

discussed, brain-stormed and the committee leaders keep the

struggled with the possibilities and Q Q council updated on their respective
the realities of our life together. Our wﬂ 7 activities’ needs.
discussions have focused on how we can be O O
more effective in our church’s mission to love Qj O w The council would like to explore developing
God, love others and serve the world. w a health ministry, a community center, and

a community arts program at FCCLW but
In July the Council voted to change the “Church Year” WE NEED YOU. If you would like to be part of the

to align with our church’s “Fiscal Year”. Changing to planning process for any of these initiatives we welcome
the calendar year for both will simplify and reduce you! Please contact me at dpcope@bellsouth.net or
confusion, as our mission work and budgetary process 561-582-9683.

will be on the same schedule. So when you are asked

WE’VE GOT MAIL

Hello, Ladies!
Thank you so much for the birthday card with all the ladies names - it made my day. @(
(

I still miss Florda but I am getin used to Illinois ways... and then I have a daughter

Y/ (/4

NS
18] o k ‘E&
who lives here but I try not to bother her too much. I ng—'m—p/\\\
Keep in touch. Love to all, @/ > @8 =

Sunny Duncan :

GET INVOLVED orroRTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

“What good is it, my brothers, if a someone claims to have faith but has no deeds?” James 2:14

The Tuesday night Lake Worth Community Dinner can always use extra hands and hearts to help cook, serve,
clean up, and just come and have a good dinner with our neighbors.

Here at First Congregational, we are striving to provide a safe, fun, spiritually vibrant atmosphere for our
children. We now have two adults with our children at all times. This provides a secure environment and
eases the burden on those who volunteer to work with our kids. If you have participated in the life our church
for at least six months and are interested in volunteering in our children’s ministry, contact Carol Lewis for
more information.

If you would like to donate you're time and energy in the church office, please contact Pastor Jason.




SERRV FAIR-TRADE CRAFT SALE ., et sisee

The Mission Committee is sponsoring a SERRV (Sales
Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation Vocations) sale in the

b3l

coming monhs. So if you wander “Down on the Avenue
in Lake Worth on October 2nd, 16th, November 6th,
20th, and Dec. 4th , not only will you see a table staffed
by First Congregational Church members, but you can
also buy some beautiful crafts.

For 60 years, SERRV has provided opportunities to
disadvantaged people throughout the world, who are
working toward improving their lives. Training in product
development, consumer trends, technical skills, quality
control, packaging and exporting is provided. In addition,
grants for equipment, marketing, tools, and facilities are
also available.

Today SERRV has expanded its work with cooperatives
and community-based organizations into 35 developing
countries around the world, helping more artisans and
farmers secure a sustainable income and life for themselves
and their families. They are dedicated to fair trade practices
and their mission is to eradicate poverty wherever it resides.
Fair trade is a system that creates equal and long-term
partnerships with the people who make the products, and
ensures they are treated and paid fairly.

Check out the selected items for our sale on the church
web site, www.feclw.org. After checking out the items,
make your shopping list, grab your wallet, and meet us “on
the Avenue” to purchase a craft and support the Mission
Committee and fair trade policies around the world.

First Congregational Church of Lake Worth
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