











A MOMENT FOR MISSIONS

Serving our community and the world

The holiday season is upon us, but

the Mission Committee is not taking

a break and neither are the members
of the congregation. We have been
continuing to live our mission
statement. Since our last Crossroads,
we have been involved in activities that
benefit our community and our world.

Our food pantry drive for Christians
Reaching Out to Society (C.R.O.S.)
netted 76 bags of groceries and $90
cash. Since CROS Ministries have a
grant/program in place to match funds,
our $90 donation will actually equate
to $180 worth of groceries for the local
food pantry.

Eight members of our congregation
participated in the fifteenth

annual C.R.O.S. Walk. The First
Congregational Church was recognized
as one of eight churches to have
participated in each of the fifteen
annual walks. We not only had fun
walking and talking, but raised $580

for the various ministries of C.R.O.S.

The United Church of Christ annual
collection of Neighbors in Need took
place in October. Neighbors in Need
(NIN) is a special mission offering of
the UCC that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the
United States. One-third of NIN funds
support the Council for American

Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-

thirds of the offering is used by the
UCCs Justice and Witness Ministries
(JWM) to support a variety of justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects. Our church collected
$198 toward this ministry.

While our SERRYV sale plans hit a snag
with the suspension of Lake Worth’s
Evening on the Avenue events, we
used a “members only pre sale” at the
church and the Holiday Festival as an
alternate venue. Crafts from artisans
around the world were displayed and
sold at fair market value. If you missed
those opportunities, fear not, the crafts
may resurface at another time and
place to be determined.

Did I say “fun”? That’s what nine
able-bodied members had at the
Miami Habitat for Humanity

on October 31st. Hanging drywall
and nailing shingles were among

the tasks completed that day. First
Congregational joined with 4 other
UCC churches to work on a house

in Liberty City. Check out the pictures
to verify how much fun we had.

LAKE WORTH
COMMUNITY
DINNER

Join us for our weekly
community dinner. It is
a great time of food and
fellowship and gives us
a perfect opportunity to
serve our community.

We serve delicious meals
every Tuesday from 5:30
PM -7 PM. All are

welcome to the feast!

FESTIVAL
BASKET WINNERS

Coffee Basket
Betty Nielsen

Book Basket
Barbara Derrberry

Movie Basket
Debbie Copeland

Garden Basket
Toni & Jay Mann
Spa Basket
Susannah A. ?

Candy Tree
Bob Dreisbach

Sugar free Tree
Betty Rigdon




DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

Edgar Gates
Doris Chafin
Arlene Hesse
Dorothy Marinoff
Dick Willits

Lyn James

Jack Richmond
George Copeland
Julia Knoess
Anna Cloutier
Christina Wallach
William Eckert
Kristi Jenkins
Didi Kelley
Manuel Amador
Bud Greene

Betty Hermanson

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Jo Anne Affayroux
Harvey Littlefield
Sam Jenkins
Sandy Hantz
Linda Littlefield
Dadee Smith
Helen McDowell
Barbara Forsythe
Jacob Mullally
Meredith Tuckwood
Scott Button
Matthew Mullally
Lois Kent

10
10
12
14
15
15

22
25

29

LIFE’S HEALING CHOICES

Help Finding Freedom from Hurts, Hangups and Habits

D.L. Moody, the great evangelist, once
said “The Bible was not given for our
information, it was given to Change
our lives.” Nowhere in scripture is
that more apparent than in the words
of Jesus. During the first eight weeks
of 2010, we will be spending time
exploring some of the most well-
known words of Jesus, The Beatitudes
from the Sermon on the Mount.

So many are looking for a life that

is different than the one they are
experiencing. They are searching

for freedom from their hurts, habits,
and hangups. We believe that Jesus’
life, ministry, and teachings provide
such a path. This series, based on the
work of John Baker and Rick Warren,
and shared from Pastor Jason’s unique
perspective, is a series you will not
want to miss. And you will want to
encourage those you care about

to experience it. Be planning now
how you will invite those you love

to be a part of Life’s Healing Choices.

Here are each Sunday’s topics:

January 3rd The Reality

January 10th The Hope Choice

January 17th The Commitment Choice
January 24th The Housecleaning Choice
January 31st The Transformation Choice
February 7th The Relationship Choice
February 14th The Growth Choice
February 21st The Sharing Choice

ENDOW A CHAIR

No, we're not striving to become an
academic institution, just up-grading
our facility. The chairs in Studebaker
Hall need re-covering. Several
individuals have volunteered their time
and talents to accomplish this task at a
tremendous savings for the church. For
the nominal fee of $7, you can have a
chair in Studebaker Hall endowed in
your name. Why not have two or three
chairs with your name on them while
you're at it. One sample chair has

already been endowed and completed
— check it out.

Talk about “Time, Treasures, and
Talents”, this project has it all. If you
wish to donate your “treasures”,
designate a gift of $7 per chair with
“Endow a Chair” as a memo. If you
wish to donate either your “time” or
“talent” see Janet Lisle, in order to
arrange a project completion schedule.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!

Have you checked out our church website lately? It is a great way to stay up-to-
date on upcoming events, experience how we are being church in our community,

and watch past sermons. It is also a great way to introduce others to First

Congregational Church of Lake Worth!

Visit us at www.feclw.org or www.lakeworthchurch.org.
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IDEAS FOR A SIMPLE CHRISTMAS

Bethlehem Engaged
Taste, Touch, Smell, Hear, and Feel the Christ Event

Visit Bethlehem right in Lake Worth,
including drama and carols.

December 4th - 6th from 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Calvary United Methodist Church

301 1st Avenue South, Lake Worth, FL
(561) 585-1786

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols
A service celebrating the expectation of Christmas in
the majestic setting of Bethesda-by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church. If rich liturgy and pipe organ
music is your thing, this worship experience is for you!
A free will offering will be taken.

Sunday December 6th at 4:00 PM
Bethesda-By-the-Sea Episcopal Church

141 South County Road

Palm Beach, FL 33480

(561) 835-9904

Lake Worth Community Dinner

Come share a meal with friends every Tuesday
evening in December, 5:30-7:00 PM.

Simple Ways to Show Kindness
This Christmas

——
E \, ™~
 Allow someone into @ J (‘{T
a parking space before you () ‘\. h
in a busy parking lot. % % §_4 2)

* Gather some friends and ﬁll'}@‘\\\\“\g VY
spend an afternoon at an 5 %\zﬁ‘:ﬁ \’ s }/
area nursing home singing{=) " \L \\;. \\.

and talking to residents.

* Offer to baby-sit the ” ‘ )
children of a family you know , J @{ \4
so the parents can do some %
shopping or have a night t
themselves. '

* When you are in the grocery line, buy a candy bar
and give it to the person checking you out.

e Call a relative or friend who you haven't talked with
in a long time.

* Send cards to service people and students who are
away from home for the Christmas holiday.

bulletin dedications, and ordering flowers.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Flower Coordinator: responsibilities include maintaining the flower calendar, collecting payment and

Audio Visual Crew: we are looking

for a few good, committed people to work
with Harvey on the sound board, help with
lighting, and run our projection system.
Copy Editor: we are looking for a Copy
Editor for Crossroads. This person would
help facilitate the collection of articles and
announcements that would go into each issue,
proofread articles, and be involved in some
writing and re-writing. They would work
closely with Pastor Jason regarding content
and with Trish Fairbanks who does design and
layout for the publication.
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Join )us for our

First Congregational Church of Lake Worth
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www.fcclw.org
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